Minutes of the 2026 LIWC Business Meeting
Business Meeting Date: 01 July 2026

Opening:

Justin Talley, LIWC Chair, called the meeting to order at about 10:00 AM in the Lumpkins Meeting room at the La Fonda hotel in Santa Fe, NM. Justin moved to vote on the minutes from last year’s meeting. Minutes from the 2025 meeting were printed in the as a part of the 2026 program. Barb (MGK) moved to pass minutes. Chris (Central Life Sciences) seconded. The members voted in favor.

Justin then announced our current advisory board members and their duties. The board is intended to have one person rotate off each year, each person serving a three-year term on the board. The board works closely with the location committee to coordinate awards, finances, registration fees, and so forth. This year we need to vote on three positions as we had fallen behind due to government shutdowns in 2025. This year’s committee and persons due to rotate off were:
Justin Talley – Extension Representative (Due to rotate off)
Pia Olafson – Federal Representative (Due to rotate off)
Hannah Walker – Industry Representative (Due to rotate off) 
Emily McDurmott -University Representative 

Justin then led the members to break into the 4 categories and discuss replacements for the three representatives switching off. Replacements were as follows:
Industry: Barb Hull replaced Hannah Walker
Federal: Jimmy Pitzer replaced Pia Olafson 
Extension: Jonathan Cammack replaced Justin Talley
Emily McDurmott will serve as the chair for 2027.
Jerry and Nancy moved and seconded to accept new representatives. The members voted in favor.

Justin opened the floor for announcements: 
Dayna – hiring technicians (temp funded now) approved in next couple of weeks. Sending to Nancy to get out once available. Bundle hires, managers fight for best candidates. 
Phil – A&M on campus acarology tenured track line still open. Screwworm and Fever tick person. Open for another 2-3 weeks or they may table the position.
Sara – Two posissions opening in UT of rio grande valley
Victoria – moving to Montana state, looking for graduate students. 

Justin then gave Alec Gerry and Amy Murrillo the mic for the Treasurer Report: 

Alec summarized attendance:
Members – 56 	Total Registrations – $21,721.00
Student – 20		Travel support – $6,000

Amy summarized Financial Health:
Pre-meeting - $28,746.07
Current - $52,494.41
Estimated Costs - $32,304.67
Anticipated Carry Forward - $20,189.74 (meeting 2027)

Maxy motioned and Phil seconded, the members voted in favor.

Justin handed the mic and chair position to Emily.

Emily intro Dayna for next year meeting details:

Dr. Phillip Schultz (Official Host)
Manhattan, Kansas 
June 27 thru June 30, 2027
K-State Kansas Supporting (acting back up in case of USDA not getting permission)
Hotels under consideration: Hilton Garden downtown, double tree, courtyard, Bluemont
Air lines: American only out of MHK or Kansas City international has all airlines (2hr drive).

Becky w/ TN proposed 2028 in Ashville NC. Dave motions and Barb Seconds. The members voted in favor.

Amy and Emily suggested 2029 – AR and 2030 – CA
Nancy moves, Justin Seconds. The members voted in favor.

Motion to Adjourn:
Thatch moved, Wayne seconded. The members voted in favor.

Meeting Concluded. 

With Care,

Hannah Walker
